
Waste Management BVG 2021-22 

 

The importance of Waste Management in the NHS has never been greater and so too the role of the NPAG Waste 
Management group – particularly in light of the ‘Net Zero NHS’ initiative.  
 

The group is very well established and continues to grow year on year– having almost a 100 members in the last 
round. If you have a role in waste management in the NHS, this is the group for you! It is very well respected by 
both members and outside agencies as the following reflects: 

“I could not recommend a better group to be a member of if you have a responsibility for health care waste. I 
have yet to come across a question that cannot be answered or good advise given from the membership, and 

unlimited support from colleagues in the NHS.” Environmental Sustainability Manager,                                    
Homerton University   Hospital NHS Trust 

 

“I have gained further knowledge in various new ways to improve waste management within the Trust I work, 
including environmental initiatives, new training methods and follow good waste management practices.              

I cannot speak highly enough of the organisation and recommend it for not only best value but for best 
knowledge.” Portering, Distribution & Waste Manager, University Hospitals Bristol NHS 

 

“As a relatively new guest to the NPAG BVG, I have been bowled over by the professionalism of the members. 
The depth of knowledge in the room and willingness to help each other and share experiences is invaluable. This 

‘self-support network’ for healthcare waste managers has been a revelation and I can’t emphasise enough the 
value that all attendees benefit from.” Senior Advisor, Hazardous Waste Transfer /Treatment & Metal Recycling, 

Environment Agency 
 

Meetings, Themes and Topics for 2021-22 
The first meeting in the 2021-22 round will take place on the 2nd September via MS Teams, followed by a further 
three more meetings taking place Face2Face in Birmingham and on MS Teams.  
 

A major benefit of the Waste Management BVG is that it is a national group with members coming from across the 
country, thereby offering a greater range of sharing and learning.   
 

The NHS waste management agenda is large and complex. To help address some of the challenges here are just 
some of the topics for the new round: New waste technologies, Cost effectiveness of these technologies, Plastic 
recycling, Waste tenders, General recycling, Confidential waste destruction, Regulatory requirements, Job        
Descriptions, Food waste, IT systems / electrical waste, Offensive waste stream, Community waste, Waste 
stream revenue opportunities, Staff Education / awareness raising / induction. 
 

Each meeting has a ‘Hot Topics’ slot where members can raise current issues that are of concern to them or that 
they need help and advice with. Outside of the meetings members continue to network with each other via email 
and telephone communications facilitated by the NPAG facilitator – enabling members to ask questions, seek    
guidance and often receiving answers the same day. 
 

To support its work the Waste Management group will continue to receive expert input from: NHS E+I,                  
Environment Agency, CIWM, ICERMS, DEFRA, Crown Commercial Services, industry representatives plus other 
NHS and non-NHS leaders in this field. All of this complimented by the significant and wide-ranging knowledge 
and  expertise of the members themselves.   

Interested? Please contact Marie Cherry for further information:  

e: marie.cherry@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk. Try before you buy places are available. 
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Meeting 1—2nd September 2021, MS Teams 

Why join? Our Chair says: 
“Coming hot on the heels of the major disposal chain disruption many of us recently endured, the events of the 
past year or so have surely highlighted, once again, the huge benefits that can be gained by the pooling of 
knowledge and experience and the willingness to all work together with a shared goal.”  
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