
Resilience Development Network 2021-22 

 

EPRR (Emergency Preparedness, Resilience and Response) has always been an extremely important function in the NHS. As it 
becomes even more important (evidenced during the COVID-19 outbreak) so the role of the Resilience Development         
Network (RDN) ever more helpful in supporting those who play a lead role in this area.  The RDN is a very well established 
and very well-respected forum and has served many NHS EPRR staff over the years.  

The following are some of the things that members have had to say about this group:   

“A well worth group to be part of”, “Really good value for money”, “Excellent forum for exchanging information on all 
emergency planning and resilience related issues”, “Excellent for professional development”  

We recognise that there are several local forums where EPRR staff come together but one of the major benefits of the RDN is 
that it is a national group with members coming from across the country – thereby offering a greater range of sharing and 
learning.  The EPRR agenda is large and complex. To help address some of the challenges here the following have been      
identified as topics to be covered by the RDN:  

Interested?  Meeting 1 will take place on 11th May via Microsoft Teams, followed by 3 further meetings. 

Please contact Laura Howe for further info: e: laura.howe@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk 
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Tuesday 11th May 2021, Microsoft Teams 

Why join? Our Chair says: 
“It has been a pleasure to chair the Resilience Development Network meetings over the last year. The meetings have 
proved to be an invaluable opportunity to; exchange ideas/discuss lessons learnt with colleagues across the country ; 
share organisational and partner agency challenges; share good practice; actively support others going through similar 
resilience challenges” 

To be passed to: 

Staff in the organisation responsible for EPRR 

(Emergency Planning Response and Recovery) – Inc. 

Emergency Planning Officers, Resilience Managers, 

Business Continuity Managers’  

 

EPPR Assurance  

Hazmat / CBRNe   

Learning from Local Incidents and Exercises 

Sharing Good Practice 

Lockdown guidance and procedures 

Disease Outbreaks    

National Occupational Standards for Civil Contingencies 

Dynamic Risk Assessment  

National Risk Register  

Resilient Telecommunications 

Business Continuity Management 

Major Incident Planning / Mass Casualty 

Learning from Major Incidents e.g., Grenfell, Manchester, 
Westminster Bridge, etc 

Responders + Victims Welfare 

CQC Inspections 

Industrial Action 

Cyber Security  

Shelter & Evacuation 

Terrorist Threats 

In addition, each meeting has a ‘Hot Topics’ slot where members can raise ad hoc issues that are of concern to them or that 
they need help and advice with. Outside of the meetings themselves the RDN members continue networking with each other 
via regular email and telephone communications facilitated by the NPAG facilitator and the overall NPAG team.  To support its 
work the RDN receives expert input from:  National Leaders in BCM & ISO 22301, Member of the Executive Council - The    
Institute of Civil Protection & Emergency Management, NHS Digital - plus other recognised expert speakers in the given fields. 
All of this is complimented by the significant and wide-ranging knowledge and expertise of the RDN members themselves.  

“The NPAG Resilience Development network, gives me exposure to EPRR Managers across the country, where there is a 
shared sense of experiences and a desire to learn from others, in a friendly relaxed atmosphere.  This unique opportunity 
to mix with like-minded peers and share learning enables me to bring learning from a larger pool back to the organisation.  
The ability to network opens up new opportunities which are not part of our local system and when these arise are limited 
in and therefore NPAG opens up discussion and debate across a much larger spectrum.  Another very positive aspect to the 
group for me, is the subject matter experts. Finally the contacts that I have formed through NPAG means there is always 
someone on the end of an email or phone or is willing to share and support, proving the worth of the network not only at 
meetings but throughout the calendar year!”  EPRR Manager, Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust 

Who would benefit from joining? Anyone in the NHS who has a lead role in EPRR (Emergency Preparedness, Resilience 

and Response) - including Emergency Planning Officers, Business Continuity Managers, Site Operations Managers, Resilience 

Managers, etc.  For more information feel free to contact either: Dale Atkins (RDN Facilitator) on e: Dale.Atkins@hotmail.com   Or Neil 

Furness (RDN Chair, Site OPS & Emergency Preparedness Manager - Mid Cheshire Hospitals NHS FT e: neil.furness@mcht.nhs.uk. 
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