
IT & Connectivity Network 2020 

 

In 2017 NPAG launched a new national IT & Connectivity Network. IT systems reach out into all areas of 
healthcare and new mobile technology is bringing IT into every aspect of our lives. Pressure to rush into        
data-sharing and connectivity have often outstripped the building of the robust infrastructure, security,       
governance and supplier interfaces needed to ensure safe, reliable provision. The Internet of Things (IOT)     
further complicates the data security aspects. 

It was to support managers grappling with these issues that NPAG set up its national group. Over the last year 
the Network has consolidated its position as one of NPAG’s most important groups, building on our               
relationship with NHS Digital and other influential bodies and suppliers to the service. 

This network brings together NHS Acute and Community IT professionals and other managers with an interest 
in the subject, including clinical engineering - to understand and overcome some of the interoperability,       
security and connection issues. We have also been increasingly concerned about the ‘human aspects’ – how do 
we help people through major IT changes and better engage them in design of new systems? 

“The NPAG IT & Connectivity Group helps bridge some of these gaps between IT and Medical       
Engineering and identifies demands on both disciplines. This is supported with presentations from 
companies on solutions to it and medical device connectivity. Additional to this, networking with a 
group comprising of the IT and Medical Engineering community from different organisations is    
really beneficial to all parties.”   

Deputy Medical Engineering Manager,  University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust 

These were some of the issues identified for discussion in the coming round of meetings: 

Interested? Please contact Victoria Combes for further details or complete 

the included Registration Form to secure your place:  

e: victoria.combes@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk  tel: 01245 544600  
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To be passed to: 

IT Manager, Director of IM&T  
Head of Clinical Engineering   
Information Governance Lead   
HER/EPR Project Managers   
Risk Management Leads 
Head of Facilities and Estates   

Central London, 26 March 2020 

Why join? Our Chair says: 
We have met four times this year and this gives a rare opportunity for thinking space, lively 
discussion and debate around issues concerning IT and Connectivity. I especially value:  
 Current topics and challenges facing the IT and clinical engineering services  
 Members having the facility to contact members via NPAG in between meetings should 

they require information  
 Credible and informative guest speakers, helpful suppliers, useful reference             

presentations  
 Rich discussion and a starter to exchange of good practice  
 Supportive and welcoming group keen to share and explore new ways of working and    

innovations 

Cyber Security / Cyber Essentials  The Internet of Things (IOT) 

Raising the IT literacy profile  The Standards that Apply to IT in healthcare 

Engaging People in IT developments and Supporting 

them through change 

Information Governance Toolkit (NHSD Speaker) 


