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‘A good group of safety professionals who 
are friendly, helpful and happy to listen to 
any queries’/concerns I have had. The talks 
are fantastic! I feel this group is one that has 
provided me with fantastic links to 
benchmarking and new contacts.  Looking 
forward to the future speakers and new 
members’ 
 
Health and Safety Manager 
University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust 
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The NPAG is a part of the East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust 

As we come to the end of another year, I have been 

reflecting on the challenges and successes of 2016. 

Against a background of wider political upheaval and finan-

cial uncertainty, NPAG have also had challenges to meet, not 

least in moving to new offices! 

Our programme of activities has however remained centre 

stage with the launch of a new culture change programme, 

the first joint NPAG Operating Theatres and Decontamina-

tion Conference and the relaunch of our Occupational Health 

training days. November saw us hold a successful joint event 

between the NPAG Waste Management group and the Euro-

pean waste body EUHCWM. 

The latter event was organised with Scott Crossett (ICERMS 

Ltd).  Scott was contracted to the UK Governments’ Depart-

ment for International Development (DFID) in Kosovo where 

he provided them with much-needed waste management 

expertise in their task of rebuilding Kosovo following the Bal-

kan conflict. The event was also supported by the Sustaina-

ble Development Unit and attracted many high profile speak-

ers from right across Britain and Europe.  

We have also launched two new national groups this year – 

IT and Connectivity and Security and are currently working 

on plans to launch at least two more in 2017 including Men-

tal Health in January.  

May this Christmas end the present year on a cheerful note 

and make way for a fresh and bright new one.  Wishing you a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at NPAG! 
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 Join Now! NHS Car Parking & Travel Planning 2017 

www.npag.org.uk 

Why Car Parking? With the recent launch of the Health Technical Memorandum 07-03: Environment and Sus-

tainability on Transport Management and Car Parking, NHS Trusts need to ensure Travel Planning becomes a 

central element of their Car Parking Strategy. The aim of the guidance is to identity best practice in developing 

travel plans and providing adequate transport and car parking for NHS Trusts in England. 

What are NPAG doing? Late in 2015, with the support of Dr Elizabeth Jones of the Department of Health, NPAG 

set up a new national group dedicated to Car Parking and Travel Planning. A year on and the group is now well-

established with over 30 members from across the country. 

“I think that this group will really help—there is a whole heap of interest out there!”  

Dr Elizabeth Jones, Department of Health   

These are just a few of the many issues we covered in our first year of operation: 

 Car parking in context as part of the Trusts overall commitment to putting the patient first 

 Determining parking priorities 

 The operational management of car parks 

 Keeping Travel Plans ‘live’ aligning essential Travel Planning to support effective car park management 

 Obtaining buy-in from senior management, governors, staff and unions to changes 

 Managing relationships with neighbours and patients 

 Funding infrastructure improvements and choosing the right infrastructure 

 Charging policies, concessions and mechanisms 
 

One of the many organisations we have established links with in the last year is DisabledGo.com the UK’s most 

popular and trusted Accessibility Checker, used by over 100,000 people every month. The organisation was es-

tablished in 2000 and works on a not for profit model to deliver a social mission. The service changes lives, tack-

ling social isolation and promoting independence. 

Founded and developed by disabled people DisabledGo produces access guides to places people want or need 

to visit, including services provided by a diverse range of leading NHS trusts. 

The first meeting of the 2017 round will take place in London on 19th January followed by 3 further meetings 

in the same location. 

Why join? Our Chair says: 
“We all as NHS Trusts face challenges of a highly sensitive nature where car parking at hospitals is 

concerned. NHS Trusts have the same issues and this group is an excellent opportunity to share best 

practice and work towards a collaborative approach to delivery of car parking supported by effective 

Travel Planning in hospitals and the wider healthcare environment. This group offers a great net-

working opportunity but also helps to share some examples of excellent work”.      

David Malone, Newcastle Upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 

Interested? Please contact Gemma for further details e: gemma.aitchison@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk   

mailto:gemma.aitchison@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk
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Theatres and Decontamination Conference 2017 

www.npa

‘Decontamination & clinical users working to-

gether to improve effectiveness, safety & patient 

experience.’ 

Wednesday 8th March 17, Ricoh Arena, Coventry 

Why Attend? Are you enthusiastic about training and 

networking opportunities? Do you need to prepare 

your cost savings for CQC? Maybe you could use some 

advice on managing a change in your department? If 

so,  then this conference will be beneficial to you.   

This one day conference is aimed at NHS Managers 

and Leads in Theatres, Sterile Services and Decontami-

nation. It provides an opportunity to hear key presen-

tations on current issues, a chance to meet other key 

stakeholders who work towards patient safety and 

hear from those who have ideas to share from differ-

ent areas within the industry; encouraging working 

hand-in-hand for better patient safety and experi-

ence.    

You can tailor the day to suit you with breakout ses-

sions and there will also be access to an exhibition 

during break times. 

The event programme will focus on driving improve-

ments in patient safety and efficiency — from the ap-

plication of human factors; to tackling key challenges 

in decontamination, such as post-operation instru-

ment treatment. 

“We were surprised to find that some of the 

problems we face are often the same across the 

whole country, and to be able to come together 

and discuss is great. We enjoyed the conference 

in arch too, very informative. We were so sur-

prised at the content in the first two presenta-

tions, we felt we had to try to introduce the duck 

bags into our working day!” 
 

Operating Theatres Benchmarking Group Member 2015-16 

Senior Operating Department Practitioner & Theatre    

Coordinator, Dartford & Gravesham NHS Trust Hospital 

 

Interested? Please contact Gemma for further 

8:45 Welcome Refreshments and Exhibition  

9:15 Chairman’s Welcome & Introduction, Richard Steventon, 

Clinical Engineer, NPAG 

9:30 Pro Reveal System, Professor David Perrett, Professor of 

BioAnalytical Science, Barts & The London School of       

Medicine 

10:10 An Introduction to the ProReveal Protein Detection System 

& Compliance to the Updated HTM01:01, Matthew Peskett, 

Managing Director, Peskett Solutions Ltd 

10:35 Refreshment Break and Exhibition  

11:05 ATOM®, Alturos  

11:45 National Safety Standards for Invasive Procedures: 

NatSSIPs, Dr Annie Hunningher, Consultant in Anaesthesia, 

Barts Health  

12:25 Breakout Sessions:  

 1. CAPA System from a Global Company, Chris Prince, CAPA 

Manager, Elekta  

2. Ebola TBC  

13:05 Lunch, Visit Exhibition & Networking  

14:05 Culture Change, Damian Cottle, Manging Director, Pegasus 

Resource Management TBC  

14:45 Breakout Sessions:  

 1. Integrating Hospital Departments, Improving Efficiency, 

Delivering Cost Savings, and providing Better Patient Care, 

Leyton Stevens, Director of Healthcare, BES Rehab Ltd  

2. Psychology of Behaviour when it comes to Safety at 

Work, HSL: HSE’s Health & Safety Laboratory, Phoebe Smith 

15:25 Refreshment Break and Exhibition  

15:55 Quality vs Price in Surgical Instrumentation, Daniel Coole, 

Surgical Holdings 

16:35 Post 1997 Patients and Separate Instrumentation—The 

Potential Impact Now—TBC 

17:15 Chairman’s Summary & Prize Draw, Richard Steventon, 

Clinical Engineer, NPAG 

17:30 Conference Close  

The Programme 



 

 

NPAG News 

 New Date! IT & Connectivity Network 2017 
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IT systems are reaching out into every area of society with new mobile technology bringing IT into every aspect 

of our lives. Government and social pressure are causing a rush into data sharing and connectivity without build-

ing the robust infrastructure, security, governance and supplier interfaces to ensure safe reliable provision.  

Following a successful Inaugural Meeting in May, NPAG have recognised the clear demand for a cohesive IT -

focused group, which straddles Health and Social Care organisations.  This network will bring together NHS & 

Community IT professionals, Clinical Engineers, and Suppliers to understand and overcome some of the intra-

operability, security and connection issues. It will allow shared learning and training across organisations, pulling 

together a disparate community and gaining valuable insights from suppliers and experts.  

We are launching the new NPAG group with an exciting programme on the 29 March 2017 in London.  

Programme Highlights will include:  

Presentation: Strategic Overview of Requirements and Plans over the next 5 Years (including Cyber 

Security)  

Linda Whalley, Director of Strategy, NHS Digital 
 

Presentation: Licensing of Software and its Compliance Control  

Steve Stokes, IT Supplier & Contracts Manager, Guys & St Thomas NHS Foundation Trust  
 

Group Session: Safe Removal of Patient Data from Equipment 

Led by Peter Smithson, Consultant Clinical Engineer 
 

Presentation: Enhancing Patient Safety & Clinical Workflow with Connected Devices 

Robert Stow, Connectivity Specialist, Welch Allyn 
 

Network attendance can help:  

 Clinical Engineers find out first-hand how their high-risk medical equipment will interface safely to the 

Trust networks 

 IT Managers understand the limitations of the devices in a patient environment 

 Information Security Officers learn and share tips from experts from other industries such as finance and 

nuclear power 

 Prepare for  CQC assessors visit by being able to confidently show how you benchmark your work nation-

ally  

 Improve your IT risk-management training activities within your organisation 
 

Future meeting content will be driven by members but looks to include: 

 Local Digital Roadmap (LDR) 

for each Trust - turning it into a 

reality 

 Using API's to connect systems 

 Preparing Investment analysis to 

drive digital maturity  

 Improving vertical integration of 

Health IT and medical equipment 

use   

 Developing Programme and 

project management skills 

 Getting staff to take cyber secu-

rity of devices / systems seri-

ously  

Interested? Please contact Victoria for further details e: victoria.combes@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk  

mailto:victoria.combes@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk
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seca, the global leader in medical measuring and weighing, offers healthcare providers advanced wireless tech-
nology and system solutions that go beyond height, weight and BMI. Based on over 175 years of quality German 
engineering, seca medical devices set the standard for innovation, design and reliability. On every continent, 
doctors and nurses in medical practices, hospitals and nursing homes rely on the high quality of seca’s medical 
scales and measuring systems.  

 

Our wireless product system seca 360° is the first of its kind in the world. Our products transmit their data as 
required via a special medical wireless protocol to a simple, fast and secure seca network. Within seconds, 
measurements are transmitted wirelessly and assigned to the correct patient ID in your Electronic Medical Rec-
ord system, or transferred to a seca 360° wireless printer. This increased efficiency allows your facility to concen-
trate on what’s really important ― the well-being of your patients. 

 

NEW: seca 287 ultrasonic wireless measuring station offers fully automatic measuring of height, weight, BMI 
and was designed to be user-friendly for convenient use. Automated voice guidance makes it easy for the patient 
to use without any assistance from the nursing staff. Digital ultrasound technology ensures for precise height 
measurements, with constant auto-calibration. In addition, the touch-screen display keylock function ensures that 
you can always rely on an accurate measuring process. 

 

Visit the seca website www.seca.co.uk for more detailed information or contact on:  

0121 643 9349 / sales@seca.co.uk 

 

Hospira, a Pfizer company, is one of the world’s leading providers of in-

jectable drugs and infusion technologies, offering a broad portfolio across 

generic acute-care and oncology injectables, biosimilar medicines, com-

pounding services and integrated infusion and medication management 

systems.  

From the preparation of IV medications to the ultimate administration to 

patients, Hospira provides novel technologies to improve patient safety 

and healthcare productivity. 

Our portfolio of medical devices includes infusion pumps and their associated consumables, needle free ac-

cess devices, gravity IV administration sets and IV catheters and cannulas. 

All of our products are designed to be user friendly, simple to operate and are supported by Hospira’s compre-

hensive clinical and technical training and support services. 

If you would like more information on our range of products, please contact Hospira on:  

customerservice.uk@hospira.com  

web: www.hospira.co.uk,  www.hospira.com  

 

 

  

 

http://www.seca.co.uk
mailto:sales@seca.co.uk
mailto:customerservice.uk@hospira.com
http://www.hospira.co.uk
http://www.hospira.com
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Don’t Forget! Estates North & Mental Health Network 
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National Networking Group Meetings 
 

December 

 Clinical Engineering North 

 Decontamination 

 Estates Services South 

 Health Visiting & School Health 
Services  

 National District Nurses Network 

 NHS Sustainability Leads 

 Nursing and Temporary Staffing  

 Operating Theatres 

 Telecoms 
 

January 

 Clinical Engineering South 

 Estates North 

 Facilities South 

 NHS Transport and Logistics 

 New! Mental Health Network 

Workshops  & Events  
 

Book your place now….. 

Culture Change: Being the change you want to see: 
Wednesday 7th December, London  

 

Theatres and Decontamination Conference: 8th 
March 2017, Midlands (Sponsorship Packages 
Available) 

For more information please contact  

Gemma: e. gemma.aitchison@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk  
 

Coming Soon! National Bariatric - Early Interven-
tion Workshop  
 

For more information please contact  

Marie: e. marie.cherry@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk 

 

At NPAG we’re already looking forward to the new year!  Here’s just a quick reminder that we have two groups 

meeting in January that you may wish to register to attend.  
 

Our Estates North BVG has been operating since 2015, having opted to meet separately to, the then UK wide, 

Estates Services BVG. This was simply to allow members a more convenient meeting location and the two 

groups (North and South) are still closely linked and share the same facilitator. The facilitator, Tony Gent, is a 

passionate advocate for the NHS and Estates Services with some 35 years experience in the field. The group 

comprises of representatives from Acute Trusts, Mental Health Trusts and Community Trusts. Each meeting 

agenda is driven by members with opportunity to discuss individual operational concerns, issues and to seek 

advice and guidance on how others are operating the services they provide.   

For more information about the Estates North BVG, and the meeting taking place on the 25th January 17, 

please contact Marie e: marie.cherry@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk  
 

The Mental Health Network is a new venture for NPAG, launching with an inaugural meeting taking place on 

the 18th January 17. With the publication of the five year strategy for Mental Health earlier this year – ‘The Five 

Year Forward View for Mental Health’ - NPAG feels that the time is right to establish this new group. The 

meeting features key note speaker: Simon Medcalf, Head of Mental Health - Children, Young People & Adults, 

NHS England.  

For more information about the Mental Health Network inaugural meeting please contact Victoria  

e: victoria.combes@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk  

 

 

mailto:gemma.aitchison@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk
mailto:marie.cherry@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk
mailto:gemma.aitchison@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk
mailto:victoria.combes@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk
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Contact Us  

 

 

Phone: 01245 544600 

Email: npagnews@npag.eastamb.nhs uk  

 

Orchards 

Broomfield 

Chelmsford 

Essex  

CM1 7WS  

You may remember reading in October’s NPAG News edition of 

our collaboration with the EU-HCWM and the joint conference 

being held in November. Well, we are thrilled to be able to tell 

you that the conference was a resounding success and very well 

attended.  

The EU-HCWM project aimed to provide a unified approach to 

the development of National Occupational Standards and Voca-

tional Educational Training Programmes for Healthcare Waste 

Management across EU Member States, through the develop-

ment of a new healthcare waste management qualification framework, and e-learning platform.  

Projects funded under the Leonardo Da Vinci programme normally culminate in a final conference where the 

final project deliverables and outputs are disseminated to a wider stakeholder group. The EUHCWM project did 

not break with tradition and on 10th November 2016 it hosted, in partnership with the National Performance 

Advisory Group Waste Management Best Value Group, a final event in Birmingham. 

It was an excellent event with an international speaker programme and it was exciting to see so many profes-

sional healthcare waste managers attend. There were some 75 delegates registered on the day which was an 

excellent turn out for such a niche conference. 

The speaker programme reflected the scope of the project itself and there were contributions from strategic as 

well as operational perspectives. It was particularly pleasing to be able to showcase best practices from around 

the UK and the EU with excellent presentations from both NPAG and project team members in this regard. 

Currently the project partners are in discussion with the International Solid Waste Association about an agree-

ment to take forward a formal training agenda across the EU for healthcare waste managers in each of the three 

roles. The UK partner is, in addition, in discussions with the NHS to have these vocational qualifications available 

to healthcare waste management professionals throughout the UK and as a formal vocational qualification 

aligned to the national vocational qualification framework.  

If you would like any more information on the project please visit the project website at www.euhcwm.eu or 

email: media@icerms.com  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Waste Management and EUHCWM Conference  

https://mobile.twitter.com/npaguk
http://www.npag.org.uk/
mailto:npagnews@npag.eastamb.nhs.uk
http://www.euhcwm.eu
mailto:media@icerms.com

